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Moment of reflection 
Bielema says no ‘regrets’ about tenure 
as Hogs’ coach. — Sports, 1C 


pa 


>J] More than enough turkeys 


Prices for Thanksgiving birds down 
1.6% as supply booms. — Business, 1D 
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In the news 


E Ryan Loos, 30, of Maril- 
la, NY., had his 56-year-old 
mother serve as his getaway 
driver while he went inside a 
fast-food restaurant in a Buf- 
falo suburb and demanded 
cash at gunpoint, resulting 
in both being charged with 
robbery and possession of 
stolen property, police said. 


E Chris Christie, 55, the 
governor of New Jersey, ob- 
served that “Youre getting 
old when they start naming 
things after you,” after a new 
access road was named after 
him in the county where he 
served in county govern- 
ment in the mid-1990s. 


E Shannon Kepler, a white 
former police officer in Tul- 
sa, was sentenced to 15 years 
in prison and fined $10,000 
after being convicted of 
manslaughter after four tri- 
als spanning nearly a year, 
including three hung juries, 
for shooting his daughter’s 
19-year-old black boyfriend 
in 2014. 


E Richard Bain, 35, was 
charged with possessing 
illegal drugs after two peo- 
ple in Murfreesboro, Tenn., 
suffered nonfatal drug over- 
doses from heroin laced 
with the opioid fentanyl 
that investigators said was 
supplied by Bain. 

E Terry Wilson, sheriff of 
Coosa County, Ala., said in- 
mate Shane Vernon, 27, who 
was being held for burglary 
and auto theft, “physically 
circumvented the security 
of the jail and escaped” for 
the second time in a month 
and was last seen in a wood- 
ed area close to the Elmore 
County line. 


Hi Joann Hussey, spokes- 
man for Hollywood, Fla., 
said lifeguards kept swim- 
mers away until wildlife of- 
ficers could capture a 6-foot 
crocodile that came ashore 
on Dania Beach as it drifted 
south in the Atlantic Ocean. 


E Ted Cook, police chief of 
Mountain Brook, Ala., said 
officers who saw a speeding 
car crash went to the scene 
and found a 6-year-old girl 
who was being rushed to 
the hospital by her family 
after having been acciden- 
tally shot in the shoulder by 
a sibling. 

E William Phillips, 35, a 
Monroe, La., chef who was 
named the 2016 Louisiana 
Seafood King, was arrested 
on a felony stalking charge 
after a woman said he texted 
or called 54 times, showed 
up at her home after being 
told not to come and threat- 
ened to hurt and kill her, 
deputies said. 


E Shaimaa Ahmed, 25, 
an Egyptian singer known 
by her stage name Shima, 
was detained for a week by 
security police after being 
accused of promoting de- 
bauchery by appearing in a 
racy video in her underwear 
singing and performing sug- 
gestive acts before a class of 
young men. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Partly cloudy. 

High Lower 60s. Southwest 
winds 5 to 10 


mph. 
Tonight Mostly 
clear. 
Low Mid-30s. 
North winds 5 
to 10 mph. 
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day in Berlin. 


Forging an alliance 


AP/MARKUS SCHREIBER 


German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for a meeting of 
her Christian Democratic Union party’s fraying coalition Mon- 
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Nebraska board OKs 
new route for oil line 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

LINCOLN, Neb. — Ne- 
braska regulators Monday 
approved a Keystone XL oil 
pipeline route through the 
state, breathing new life into 
the long-delayed $8 billion 
project, although the chosen 
pathway is not the one pre- 
ferred by the company that 
hopes to build it and could 
mean more time is needed to 
study the changes. 

The Nebraska Public Ser- 
vice Commission’s vote also 
is likely to face court chal- 
lenges and may even require 


another federal analysis of 


the route, if the project’s op- 
ponents get their way. 

“This decision opens up a 
whole new bag of issues that 
we can raise,” said Ken Win- 
ston, an attorney represent- 
ing environmental groups 
that have long opposed the 
project. 

Environmental activists, 
American Indian tribes and 
some landowners have op- 
posed the project since it was 
proposed by TransCanada 
Corp. in 2008. It would car- 
ry oil from Canada through 
Montana, South Dakota and 
Nebraska to meet the existing 
Keystone pipeline, where it 
could proceed as far as the 


U.S. Gulf Coast. Business 
groups and some unions 
support the project as a way 
to create jobs and reduce the 
risk of shipping the oil by 
trains that can derail. 

President Barack Obama’s 
administration studied the 
project for years before final- 
ly rejecting it in 2015 because 
of concerns about carbon 
pollution. President Donald 
‘Trump reversed that decision 
in March. 

The route approved 3-2 
by the Nebraska commission 
would be 5 miles longer than 
the one TransCanada pre- 
ferred and would require an 


See PIPELINE, Page 3A 


Zimbabweans ponder Mugahe’s fate 


Terrence Chari mimics a painting of embattled Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe on Mon- 
day in Mbare, a suburb of Harare. 
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N. Korea added to terror list 


‘Trump says nuke efforts must end; new sanctions on way 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump on 
Monday officially designated 
North Korea as a state spon- 
sor of terrorism, a move that 
he said is aimed at dramati- 
cally increasing pressure on 
the rogue nation to abandon 
its pursuit of nuclear weap- 
ons. 

The president, who has 
repeatedly used fiery lan- 


guage against Kim Jong Un, 
the North Korean leader, 
made the announcement 
Monday morning. North 
Korea will join Sudan, Syria 
and Iran as countries that the 
State Department identifies 
as ones that have “repeatedly 
provided support for acts of 
international terrorism.” 
According to the agency, 
sanctions for nations on the 
list include “restrictions on 
US. foreign assistance; a ban 
on defense exports and sales; 


certain controls over exports 
of dual use items; and miscel- 
laneous financial and other 
restrictions.” 
“Should have happened 
a long time ago,” Trump 
told reporters at the start 
of a Cabinet meeting at the 
White House. The president 
said the designation will lead 
to new, tougher sanctions on 
North Korea, which he said 
“must end its unlawful nucle- 
ar and ballistic missile devel- 
See N. KOREA, Page 7A 


U.S. sues in bid 
to block merger 
involving AT&T 


Time Warner deal drawing 
antitrust officials’ scrutiny 


SARA FORDEN 
AND DAVID McLAUGHLIN 
BLOOMBERG NEWS 

The U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment on Monday sued to 
block AT&T Inc.’s $85.4 bil- 
lion takeover of Time War- 
ner Inc., delivering a blow to 
the carrier’s bid to create a 
media and telecommunica- 
tions empire. 

“This merger would 
greatly harm American con- 
sumers. It would mean high- 
er monthly television bills 
and fewer of the new, emerg- 
ing innovative options that 
consumers are beginning to 
enjoy,” said Makan Delrahim, 
the head of the department’s 
antitrust division. 

The dispute surrounding 
the deal now shifts to the 
courtroom, where the Justice 
Department will make its 
case for why the deal harms 
competition and will ask a 
judge to block the tie-up. 

“Today’s DOJ lawsuit is 
a radical and inexplicable 
departure from decades of 
antitrust precedent,” AT&T 
said in a statement. “We are 


confident that the Court 
will reject the Government’s 
claims and permit this merg- 
er under longstanding legal 
precedent.” 

A representative for Time 
Warner couldn’t immediate- 
ly be reached for comment. 

The challenge threatens 
a deal that had appeared to 
be sailing toward approval 
as recently as a month ago. 
That was before Delrahim 
took up his position and took 
over the investigation. 

The parties continued to 
talk as recently as last week. 
During negotiations, Delra- 
him pushed for the compa- 
nies to sell Time Warner’s 
Turner broadcasting unit or 
AT&T subsidiary DirecTV, a 
request that AT&T rejected. 

U.S. antitrust officials, 
who have blocked many 
mergers between direct com- 
petitors, rarely step in to stop 
so-called vertical deals like 
the Time Warner takeover, 
which unites a distributor 
and supplier. 

Vertical deals are often 


See AT&T, Page 5A 


New oversight layer 
a waste, district says 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


An attorney for the Pu- 
laski County Special School 
District said Monday that 
neither a federal court hear- 
ing nor an independent fa- 
cilities expert is necessary to 


ensure that construction of 
two new schools are “equal.” 
“Generally, the PCSSD be- 
lieves that monies should not 
be diverted from the brick 
and mortar issues to add 
another level of supervision 
See DISTRICT, Page 7A 


Lawmakers get earful 
at LR vets-care forum 


Chairman of U.S. House panel visits 


HUNTER FIELD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The town hall-style 
meeting sprawled from con- 
tentious to off-topic, but 
afterward, most veterans 
gathered at the Little Rock 
veterans hospital on Mon- 
day were glad the chairman 
of the U.S. House Commit- 
tee on Veterans Affairs heard 
their concerns. 

U.S. Rep. Phil Roe, 
R-Tenn., who chairs the 
House panel, joined U.S. Rep. 
French Hill, R-Ark., at the 
John L. McClellan Memori- 
al Veterans Hospital for one 
of Hill’s Veterans Advisory 
Council meetings. 


The Tennessee Republi- 
can, in an interview, said he 
too was glad to hear from 
Arkansas’ former military 
members, adding that he 
plans to take some of their 
insights back with him to 
Washington. 

Roe used the event to up- 
date Arkansans on recently 
passed and pending legisla- 
tion that focuses on decen- 
tralizing veterans’ health 
care. Roe sees the U.S. De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs’ 
focus shifting even more 
toward community-based 
outpatient services and tele- 
medicine. 

See VETERANS, Page 3A 
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Veteran Larry Flowers (right) of Little Rock asks a question Monday during a public meeting with U.S. 
Rep. French Hill, R-Ark., at the Little Rock Veterans Affairs hospital. 


